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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 -1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent 5,933,328 to Wallace et al. (hereinafter "Wallace") in view of U.S. Patent 
6,665,544 to Michel et al. (hereinafter "Michel") and the Nokia telephone model 9210 
(as mentioned on page 1 of the specification). 

Regarding claim 1 , Wallace teaches a mobile telephone (cellular telephone 1 1 ) 
comprising: means for providing a predetermined activity or functionality of the 
telephone (components included on printed circuit board, see column 4, lines 36-38, 
which connect to SIMM and MMC cards, to "provide activity or functionality", although 
these components such as processors, etc., are not shown, Official Notice is taken that 
these components are inherently present (and necessary) to provide functions of mobile 
phone 1 1), a first and a second data providing and/or storing card each having one or 
more contacting surfaces or pads (SIMM card 23 and MMC card 43, see Figs. 4 and 8 
which show contacts (29-33 and 45-51) on each card respectively), means for holding 
the first and second cards in an operative position (carrier 39 which receives and holds 
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MMC card 43 and holds down or presses SIMM card 23 into bottom surface 57), see 
column 3, lines 44-63), where the cards are at least substantially parallel and at least 
partly overlap each other (see Fig. 4), means for contacting the contacting surfaces or 
pads of each of the first and second cards (contacts 29a to 33a for SIMM card 23 and 
contacts 45a to 51a for MMC card 43, see Fig. 4), preventing means having two 
positions (battery 13, where the recited "first" and "second" positions of the battery are 
"in" and "out" of mobile phone 1 1 , respectively), the preventing means being adapted to 
deactivate the providing means when in the second position (when the battery 13 is 
taken out (recited "second position") the providing means (components on circuit board) 
would be deactivated as recited), the preventing means, in its first position, allowing 
removal of the second card from the operative position (when the battery 1 3 is in mobile 
phone 1 1 (recited first position) the MMC card 43 may be taken out (second card 
removed) as recited. The battery positions of Wallace however do not explicitly teach 
that "a first of the positions preventing the first card from being removed from the 
operative position, and the second position allowing removal of the first card from the 
operative position", as recited. 

In an analogous art, Michel teaches a mobile telephone 10, which includes a 
movable slide-in unit 42 which holds a SIM card (S). As shown in Figs. 1-4, battery 16A 
must be removed out (recited second position) of the mobile telephone 10 in order for 
the slide-in unit 42 to be properly inserted into it's operative position. Additionally, when 
the slide-in unit 42 is in it's operative position (recited first position) and battery 16A is 
located in the mobile telephone 10, the battery acts as an inhibitor which blocks the path 
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of the slide-in unit 42 (see column and claim 13). Therefore, the battery 16A and the 
movable slide-in unit 42 which holds SIM card (S), perform the features recited in the 
first and second positions of the preventing means, which are not found in Wallace. 

Additionally, lines 15-16 of page 1 of the instant specification teach "Applicant's 
mobile telephone, model 9210, comprises two cards where the battery blocks the SIM 
card but where the MMC card may be removed while keeping the battery in place." 
Therefore, the Nokia model 9210 telephone also performs the features recited in the 
first and second positions of the preventing means, which are not found in Wallace. 

Therefore, as Wallace teaches the desirability of having two memory cards 
located in an overlapping manner, it would have been obvious in view of the teachings 
of the Nokia 9210 phone, (which teach allowing access to the MMC card but still 
requiring battery removal for the SIM card) to modify the device of Wallace to include a 
slide-in SIM card unit as taught by Michel, as it is conventionally desired to disable a 
mobile phone before SIM card removal (which inherently happens by requiring battery 
removal before SIM card removal as taught by Michel) in order to prevent SIM card 
removal when the mobile phone is "on", which conventionally causes electrical 
malfunctions in the mobile telephone. 

Regarding independent claim 9, see the rejection of claim 1 above, as claim 9 
recites the same features (in method form) as in apparatus claim 1 . 
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Regarding claims 2 and 10, which recite "wherein the preventing means 
comprise a battery feeding power to the providing means in its first position, the second 
position being a position in which the battery has been removed from the telephone", as 
described above, battery 16A ("preventing means") of Michel performs the recited 
functions in the first and second recited positions. 

Regarding claim 3, which recites "wherein the first card is translatable into and 
out of the operative position along a linear path, the preventing means, when in its first 
position, blocking the linear path out of the operative position", as described above, see 
Figs. 1-4 of Michel, which show the SIM card (S) sliding on a linear path (D1), being 
blocked by the battery 16A, as recited. 

Regarding claims 4 and 1 1 , which recite "further comprising means for removing 
the second card, the removing means being adapted to allow tilting of the second card 
from the operative position into an inoperative position", see Figs. 4 and 7A of Wallace, 
which show the carrier 39 (which receives and holds MMC card 43) tilting to allow 
removal of the MMC card in an inoperative position, as recited. 

Regarding claim 5, which recites "wherein the contacting means contact the 
cards from a single side of the overlapping cards", see Fig. 4 of Wallace, which shows 
the contacting means as recited. 

Regarding claim 6, which recites "wherein the first card is a Subscriber 
Identification Module and wherein the providing means are adapted to provide 
subscriber identification and/or communication between the telephone and base 
stations", both Wallace and Michel teach the SIM card as recited. 
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Regarding claim 7, which recites "wherein the second card is an MMC card", see 
MMC card 43 of Wallace. 

Regarding claim 8, which recites "wherein the removing means are further 
adapted to translate the second card, prior to tilting, from the operative position into an 
intermediate position, the telephone further comprising means for preventing tilting of 
the second card when in the operative position and allowing tilting of the second card 
when in the intermediate position", slot 63 and post 65 (along with hook 67 and post 69) 
shown in Fig. 7B of Wallace, form the recited "means for preventing tilting" as these 
devices 63-69 lock carrier 39 in place (see column 4, lines 7-18) and require carrier 39 
to be moved laterally to get out of the locked position (into recited intermediate position) 
before carrier 39 is free to open (tilt), as recited. 

In response to this Office Action Applicants are requested to submit any patent 
applications, drawings or documentation relating to Nokai telephone model 9210. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven Kelley whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5652. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9AM to 5PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-7922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/SSK/ 

/Lester Kincaid/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



